
One Stop Shop: 

IP Dispute Resolution in Hong Kong at HKIAC

International Best Practice | Asia Specialist | China Expert

Dr. Prof. Ling Yang
Deputy Secretary-General, Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre

10 June 2020



International Best Practice | Asia Specialist | China Expert

Dr. Prof. Ling Yang

Deputy Secretary-General, Chief Representative of the Shanghai Office

Shanghai Office address: Unit K, 32/F, Pufa Tower, 588 South Pudong Road Shanghai

Tel: 021-5093 2963

Email: lyang@hkiac.org



International Best Practice | Asia Specialist | China Expert

Founded in 1985,

HKIAC has managed 

over 10,500 cases to 

date

Top 4 arbitral 
institutions globally

Independent & 

non-profit
organisation

One stop shop 
for arbitration, mediation, 

adjudication & domain 
name disputes

OVERVIEW
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DEDICATED 
SUPPORT

PREMIER 
LOCATION

PREMIER ARBITRATION VENUE AND FACILITIES

CUSTOMISABLE 
SPACE
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FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES

Domain Name 
Dispute Resolution 

Services 

ADR Events & 
Training 

Mediation 
Services 

Adjudication 
Services

Hearing & 
Conference 

Facilities 

Arbitration Services 

▪ Case administration

– HKIAC Administered 
Arbitration Rules

– UNCITRAL Arbitration 
Rules

▪ Statutory appointing 
authority under the Hong 
Kong Arbitration   
Ordinance (Cap 609)

▪ Fund-holding services

▪ Award authentication 
services

▪ Tribunal secretary 
services



International Best Practice | Asia Specialist | China Expert

TRANSPARENT ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 

HKIAC Council
(Chairperson: Matthew Gearing QC)

Executive Committee

Finance & Administration 
Committee

Proceedings Committee Appointments Committee

HKIAC Secretariat
(Secretary-General: Sarah Grimmer)

Arbitration  Mediation  Domain Name Dispute Resolution 
Business Development  Marketing & Events 

Hearing Facilities
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SPECIALIST STANDING COMMITTEES

Matthew Gearing QC Nils Eliasson

Christopher Boog
John Cock

Vincent Connor
Ronald Sum
Huawei Sun

Winnie Tam SC
Meg Utterback
Ing Loong Yang

Matthew Gearing QC

Jun Hee Kim

Appointments CommitteeExecutive Committee Proceedings Committee

Anthony Houghton SC
Danny Mok

Kathryn Sanger
Robert Tang GBM, SBS, QC, SC, JP

Matthew Gearing QC

Joseph Wan

Finance & Administration Committee

Joseph Wan
Jun Hee Kim 
Nils Eliasson

Victor Dawes SC
Karl Hennessee
Christine Kang

Andrea Menaker
Promod Nair
Friven Yeoh

Matthew Gearing QC
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EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT 

▪ 10 nationalities; 12 languages (11 nationalities; 12 languages across the Secretariat)

▪ Experienced in dispute resolution proceedings

▪ investment and commercial arbitration, common law and civil law

▪ Top universities in North America, Europe and Asia

ARBITRATION TEAM
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GROWING ARBITRATION CASELOAD

Total HKIAC arbitration cases 
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Percentage of HKIAC arbitrations by industry sector 2019

BREADTH OF INDUSTRY EXPERTISE

34.3
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ARBITRATION CASELOAD BY PARTY NATIONALITY 2019

Parties from 56 jurisdictions

Top 10 users: 1. Hong Kong 2. Mainland China 3. BVI 4. USA 5. Cayman Islands 
6. Singapore 7. South Korea 8. United Kingdom 9. Switzerland 10.Macau

10
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ARBITRABILITY OF IP DISPUTES

▪ Hong Kong Arbitration Ordinance (Cap 609)

– Unitary arbitration regime
– UNCITRAL Model Law (2006)

▪ Wide range of interim relief
▪ Complete protection of confidentiality
▪ HKIAC statutory role as appointing 

authority
– Opt-in mechanism to appeal awards 

based on a question of law
– Amended regularly to keep pace with 

important developments
▪ Emergency arbitration
▪ IP disputes
▪ Third Party Funding

▪ Availability of interim relief in Mainland 
China

▪ Enforcement of Hong Kong awards

– New York Convention
– 1999 China-Hong Kong Arrangement
– 2013 Macau-Hong Kong Arrangement

▪ Enforcement of awards in Hong Kong
– Principal aim to assist with enforcement
– 2017 no awards refused enforcement

▪ Set aside of awards in Hong Kong
– High threshold for set aside

▪ Underpinned by One country, Two systems
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HONG KONG ARBITRATION ORDINANCE (Cap 609)

International Best Practice | Asia Specialist | China Expert



International Best Practice | Asia Specialist | China Expert

HONG KONG ARBITRATION ORDINANCE (Cap 609)
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STRONG IP EXPERTISE AND AVAILABILITY OF IP ARBITRATORS

OPEN

List of Arbitrators

Penal of Arbitrators

Panel of Arbitrators for Intellectual Property Disputes
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PANEL OF ARBITRATORS FOR IP DISPUTES
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PROTECTION OF CONFIDENTIALITY

▪ Hong Kong Arbitration Ordinance (Cap 609)

– Unitary arbitration regime
– UNCITRAL Model Law (2006)

▪ Wide range of interim relief
▪ Complete protection of 

confidentiality
▪ HKIAC statutory role as appointing 

authority
– Opt-in mechanism to appeal awards 

based on a question of law
– Amended regularly to keep pace with 

important developments
▪ Emergency arbitration
▪ IP disputes
▪ Third Party Funding

▪ Availability of interim relief in Mainland 
China

▪ Enforcement of Hong Kong awards

– New York Convention
– 1999 China-Hong Kong Arrangement
– 2013 Macau-Hong Kong Arrangement

▪ Enforcement of awards in Hong Kong
– Principal aim to assist with enforcement
– 2017 no awards refused enforcement

▪ Set aside of awards in Hong Kong
– High threshold for set aside
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HONG KONG ARBITRATION ORDINANCE (Cap 609)
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INTERIM RELIEF FROM MULTIPLE AUTHORITIES

▪ Hong Kong Arbitration Ordinance (Cap 609)

– Unitary arbitration regime
– UNCITRAL Model Law (2006)

▪ Wide range of interim relief
▪ Complete protection of confidentiality
▪ HKIAC statutory role as appointing 

authority
– Opt-in mechanism to appeal awards 

based on a question of law
– Amended regularly to keep pace with 

important developments
▪ Emergency arbitration
▪ IP disputes
▪ Third Party Funding

▪ Availability of interim relief in Mainland 
China

▪ Enforcement of Hong Kong awards

– New York Convention
– 1999 China-Hong Kong Arrangement
– 2013 Macau-Hong Kong Arrangement

▪ Enforcement of awards in Hong Kong
– Principal aim to assist with enforcement
– 2017 no awards refused enforcement

▪ Set aside of awards in Hong Kong
– High threshold for set aside
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INTERIM RELIEF FROM MULTIPLE AUTHORITIES

1

2

3

(Hong Kong) Courts

4 Mainland Courts 

Arbitral Tribunal

Emergency Arbitrator
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The key development is access to Mainland 
Courts for HK-seated arbitrations

Hong Kong Court

Mainland Court 

Arbitral  proceedings  
in  Hong  Kong

Arbitral  proceedings  
in  Mainland

×

INTERIM RELIEF FROM MULTIPLE AUTHORITIES

Preservation of assets

Preservation of evidence

Preservation of conduct
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ENFORCEMENT OF ARBITRAL AWARDS

▪ Enforcement of Hong Kong awards

– New York Convention
– 1999 China-Hong Kong Arrangement
– 2013 Macau-Hong Kong Arrangement

▪ Enforcement of awards in Hong Kong
– Principal aim to assist with enforcement
– 2017 no awards refused enforcement

▪ Set aside of awards in Hong Kong
– High threshold for set aside
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DOMAIN NAME DISPUTE RESOLUTION

503 new disputes

182 domain 

name disputes

12 mediations308 arbitration cases

▪ 173 fully administered

HKIAC has one of the largest caseloads in Asia-Pacific
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DOMAIN NAME DISPUTE RESOLUTION PANEL
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HKIAC: MODEL CLAUSE

Arbitration under the HKIAC Administered Arbitration Rules

Any dispute, controversy, difference or claim arising out of or relating to this contract, including the existence,
validity, interpretation, performance, breach or termination thereof or any dispute regarding non-contractual
obligations arising out of or relating to it shall be referred to and finally resolved by arbitration administered by the
Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC) under the HKIAC Administered Arbitration Rules in force when
the Notice of Arbitration is submitted.

The law of this arbitration clause shall be ... [Hong Kong law]. 

The seat of arbitration shall be ... [Hong Kong].

The number of arbitrators shall be ... [one or three]. 

The arbitration proceedings shall be conducted in ... [insert language]. 
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QUESTIONS

www.hkiac.org

38th Floor, Two Exchange Square Central, Hong Kong

T: (852) 2525 2381

F: (852) 2524 2171

arbitration@hkiac.org 
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Follow our
WeChat Account

2018 Administered 
Arbitration Rules


